Dare to be different - and together we can be most effective
 
A buzz of excitement was in the corridors of the Local Government House as eighty-five delegates attended our highly successful Independent Group National Annual Conference on Monday 21 November. 
 
In her first hour as LGA Chief Executive, Carolyn Downs addressed the conference and invited comment from our Group members on their ambitions both locally and for the LGA. There was plenty of response! “Independent Councillors can and do have a critical role to play in Local Government,” she said.
 
It was an opportunity to hear at first hand, from national speakers on some big issues facing our communities today and impacting on the ability of Local Councils to assist; economic growth, planning, health and social care delivery and new arrangements on policing.  We received presentations from Trudi Elliott, Chief Executive of the Royal Town Planning Institute, from Professor John Ashton, Director of Public Health for Cumbria, Stephen Jones, LGA Director of Finance and Performance on the future of local government finance and from Roxana Bakharia, Home Office Community Safety Unit, on the future of policing.
 
Afternoon workshops facilitated by Independent Group lead members picked up on the themes covered in morning presentations, to capture our best ideas and direction, enabling our Lead members to be most effective in influencing national government, through the LGA.  
 
The increasingly popular 'Speakers' Corner' session at lunchtime gave delegates three minutes to get their message across on issues that inspire or frustrate them concerning local government currently. Talks focussed on the power of working together, the judicial review process and an encouragement to get involved in free corporate peer reviews, an offer made to every Council in membership.
 
The conference always provides a great opportunity for Independent Group members to network and to consider how to raise their profile and the profile of the Independent Group within the LGA.  We are busy building new, stronger and wider networks among Independent Group Councillors and are determined to try and maximise the opportunities for all our group members to have a role within the Group at the LGA should they wish. A link on the website enables all councillors to register their skills and interests and to take part.
 
The Lord Mayor of London, Alderman David Wootton kindly hosted an excellent evening reception in the Guildhall. David explained how he will be working across the UK with local authorities and businesses to help promote economic growth, a great opportunity for joint working with our group on the Local Government Association.
 
My thanks to all who took part in making this an excellent conference. Also thanks to the Independent Executive for their support and ideas in planning and a huge thank you to Maggie Sullivan and Pam Kaur for organising the event.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]The day provided a great platform for Councillors to be up-to-date and informed and to contribute to the discussions that help us to shape national policy. Members of the Independent Group are close to their communities and diverse, and that is our strength. We draw together a wide range of good ideas and useful experience, which together makes us representative of the public - and probably right!  We dare to be different and together we are most effective!

