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Closing Day Centres: Draft
Independent Councillors have been visiting some Day Centres to see at first-hand what value they bring in the lines of the proposed closures.  
Lincolnshire County Council has put out a consultation and now is the time to respond.  The 23 page form is a bit daunting, but there is a box for comment at the beginning and end, and that alone is worth completing! 
http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/residents/adult-social-care
Lincolnshire’s Day Centres are important to people because it enables them to do useful activities in a safe environment (managed by trained professionals), with people they know. This does not happen full time, anywhere else. You can go to a café for an hour or two, but what about the remaining hours, days and weeks? 

We should concentrate on improving the range and cost-effectiveness of what our Day Centres provide, not closing them. 

Cllr Marianne Overton, leader of the Independents, has been regularly helping out at the Eastgate Centre in Sleaford, at the request of one of her constituents, David. 
“It is a great place,” she said. “There is a safe, friendly atmosphere where the friends who attend get on well, despite their personal difficulties and learn all kinds of new and useful skills, having fun and creating products for sale. 
They draw in voluntary support from people like me and from  others. Service personnel who get their market garden ready for the crop planting each year, for example. 
They sell their produce and things they have made, like window boxes and planters to raise funds for particular outings such as the chocolate factory. 
Being in town, they learn to manage the traffic, use the shops and library and to be very much part of the community. 
It works because they have good premises and sound professional support, assisted by volunteers and a good connection to the community. They like to be safe, with people they know. That gives them the secure base they need to face other challenges. They have put together a page, which is up on the web.”
Coun Marianne Overton also visited the Pelican Centre in Lincoln, a social enterprise, visited by Prince Edward last year.  

“The design studio, printing works, joinery workshop and kitchen all hum with activity by people with particular needs. The atmosphere feels safe, efficient and friendly,” said Coun Overton.
“This is my lifeline”, said one learner, chatting over the packing of envelopes. “Without it, I would be back in depression and hospital. I am not well enough to work in another place, but here I am fine. When I needed help, Tracey sorted it out.”

Many people here do not get personal budgets, because whilst they are getting support from the Pelican Trust, they are seen to be all right. That is where we are in a catch 22. The assessments have meant that the Trust’s income from adult social care has gone down to a sixth and many people are not able to access the service anymore. 

As a fully commercial enterprise, these day centres will struggle, because the funding has been much reduced, through personal budgets. 
The Day Centres are doing an important job, and we need to improve their cost-effectiveness and make them attractive places with interesting and useful activities, involving more partners and voluntary support where possible.  What we cannot afford to do, is just close them.

Stacey Gilliott, Chief Executive of the Pelican Trust, Lincoln said, 

‘Even though we have seen a significant drop in funding from statutory bodies due to the personalisation agenda our social department which our learners work in are growing and remains strong, we will endeavour to assist as many clients as possible and hope to grow the trust in the future’. 
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